The occurrence of pericapillary fibrin in venous hypertension and ischaemic leg ulcers: a histopathological study.
The presence of pericapillary fibrin and complement C3c in the ulcers of 19 patients with venous hypertension and 14 patients with ischaemic leg ulcers was investigated using histochemical and immunohistochemical techniques. There was deposition of fibrin around the capillaries in the central part of the ischaemic ulcers, and the venous hypertension ulcers, and in the non-ulcerated skin around one of the venous hypertension ulcers and two of the ischaemic leg ulcers. The deposition of fibrin is a secondary phenomenon that occurs in the area of ulcerated skin and does not play a major causal role in the formation of chronic leg ulcers.